COASTAL ASSEMBLY 2020 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

DECEMBER 10TH, 2020




Great Lakes Coastal Assembly

Vision... A resilient system of coastal wetlands that support economic, social, and
environmental benefits to the Great Lakes Region

Priorities...
Catalyze Collaboration
Serve as a Resource
Facilitate Communication
Promote Science and Tool Development
Take a Systems Approach
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CATALYZE
COLLABORATION



CONTINUED
MONTHLY
MEETINGS

The Assembly
communicated through
monthly meetings and check-
ins throughout 2020
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HIRED COASTAL ASSEMBLY COORDINATOR, LIZ BERG

In In October, Liz was hired on as a biologist with the USFWS to coordinate the
Coastal Assembly




GREAT LAKES
COASTAL WETLAND
RESTORATION
ASSESSMENT TOOL

The Great Lakes Science Center
continues to work with the USGS
Upper Midwest Water Science
Center to improve the existing Great
Lakes Coastal Wetland Restoration
Assessment mappers and develop
additional decision support tools for
Lake Ontario, the greater Green Bay
region, and northern Lake Michigan.
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\Howard Marsh by Ducks Unlimited Great Lakes/Atlantic Region

MEMBERS BUILT UPON EXISTING CONNECTIONS

Ducks Unlimited and Ohio DNR continue to grow the H20hio partnership, which gained further support through the
Assembly network at the Coastal Wetland Symposium in 2019

Tour of Howard Marsh Metropark provided feedback to the DU engineering restoration plan for the Howard Marsh Phase Il

project
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Powderhorn Lake by AudUbdh Great Lakes

MEMBERS ESTABLISHED NEW CONNECTIONS

Through relationships developed within the Coastal Assembly and conversations at the Coastal Wetland Symposium, the
Great Lakes Commission, Audubon and NOAA launched a coastal wetland - Lake Michigan reconnection project in
Southeast Chicago

First GLC/NOAA Regional Habitat Partnership project in lllinois

Hosted a (virtual) project launch with over 70 participants
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MEMBERS ESTABLISHED NEW CONNECTIONS

Through the Assembly, Wisconsin DNR and Audubon developed a new partnership and used spatial prioritization tools to
identify the St. Louis River estuary as a focus area for Great Lakes water birds. They have started baseline work this field
season to evaluate Allouez Bay for marsh bird habitat restoration and as a result, are moving forward to submit a proposal to
EPA for GLRI FA4 FFY21 funding to scope and design this project over the next two years.
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GLRI FOCUS AREA 4 STATE PROJECTS IN FFY20

= Allouez Bay Marsh Bird Habitat Restoration Phase 1 & St. Louis River Estuary Avian Surveys - Lake Superior, WI.

= Kenosha Dunes Habitat Protection & Restoration - Lake Michigan, WI.



SERVE AS A
RESOURCE



Vision...coastal landscapes that support unique
structure and processes essential for sustaining
- = healthy species populations, resilient natural
2 . communities, and provide benefits to society.

Priorities...
+ (Cotalyze Collaboration
. Serve as o Resource
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

=  Environmental and Energy Study Institute briefing in DC focused on coastal resilience in the Great Lakes - Scudder Mackey

= Presentation to the Interagency Wetland Work Group featuring Coastal Assembly - Christie Deloria

= Highlighted Coastal Assembly to Lake Superior LAMP co-leads and Lake Superior LAMP Habitat Committee - Cherie Hagen


https://www.eesi.org/briefings/view/021320greatlakes

ASSISTED WITH GREAT LAKES WATER QUALITY BOARD COASTAL

WETLAND REQUEST

Reviewed |JC Coastal
Wetland Request to
Assembly and
identified our role

Formed a Work
Group

Drafted Coastal
Wetland
Recommended
Approaches

Sought input from
the Assembly

Shared with Annex 7
co-leads and 1JC
WQB

Developed Coastal
Wetland
Recommended
Approaches



FACILITATE
COMMUNICATION
& LEARNING



PRESENTATIONS

= Developing a Climate Adaptation Menu - Kristen Schmidt, NIACS
= Ecosystem Services - Lou Nadeau, ERG
=  Coastal Wetland Decision Support Tool Update, Matt Cooper

= (Canadian Baseline Coastal Habitat Survey: Lake Erie - Adam Hogg,
Ontario MNRF & Anders Holder, ECC-Canada
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PROMOTE
SCIENCE & TOOL
DEVELOPMENT



CWDST Walkthrough Mode: Saginaw Bay (basic)

Wetland Mapping Tools Decision Support Tools ) N
'Saginaw Bay (basic)” Walkthrough

Tutorials & Walkthroughs |‘ }I
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Coastal Wetlands* Data Source: 2004 Great Lakes Coastal Wetlands Consortium
(wetlands that are 22ha and connected to the Great Lakes)

Protected Lands Data Sources: The Protected Areas Database ofth“e‘ ‘United States 2018

(included GAP statuses 1-3), Ducks Unlimited Conservation and Recreation Lands 2017,
Nature Conservancy of Canada: protected wetlands 2020,

Commission for Environmental Cooperation: Canada Protected Terrestrial Areas 2012,
Ontario GeoHub: Ontario Federal Protected Lands 2018 and Provincial Park Regulated 2020
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BLUE
ACCOUNTING

PLATFORM AND
METRICS

Identified ecological and
social metrics including Bird,
Amphibian and Percent
Protected metrics

Populated BA platform with
goals, metrics and

investments for coastal
wetlands issue



MEMBERS « In WI, DNR has conducted an initial assessment of the
Lake Superior coastal wetland data and the new

USE DECISION prepackaged assessments that were completed earlier this year

SUPPORT TOOLS - Next year, hope to use the updated Coastal Wetland DST to

develop coastal wetland targets for Lake Superior




TAKE A SYSTEMS
APPROACH



Ohio Western Lake Erie to Saginaw Bay

= Landscape Conservation Design work continues to expand

= ERG contracted with NOAA to develop the Great Lakes Coastal Wetlands Ecosystem Services Assessment and it was
completed this year

= Coastal Wetland Recommendations are taking a systems approach to develop proposed implementation frameworks



=  Were any new connections, partnerships or collaborations
initiated by your work with the Assembly?

= Did you give a presentation or do other outreach that featured
the Coastal Assembly?

= How did you use the Coastal Wetland Decision Support Tools?

=  What FY20 Focus Area 4 State Projects were funded in you
state in FFY207?
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