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Vision… A resilient system of coastal wetlands that supports economic, social, and 
environmental benefits to the Great Lakes Region

Priorities… 
Catalyze Collaboration

Serve as a Resource
Facilitate Communication

Promote Science and Tool Development
Take a Systems Approach

Great Lakes Coastal Assembly



Monthly Meetings

• Convened regularly through virtual meetings
• Reported on Assembly Work Group progress
• Identified topics of interest and hosted guest 

speakers
• More participation and engagement from 

members
Priorities Addressed
 Collaboration
 Resource
 Comm/Learning
� Science & Tools 
� Systems Approach



Presentations from Members

• Allouez Bay/St. Louis River Estuary Projects – Nat Miller (GL Audubon) and Cherie 
Hagen (WI DNR)

• Lake Erie Coastal Resiliency Needs Assessment and Great Lakes Action Agenda – Jenn 
Dunn and Emily Sheridan (NYDEC)

• Coastal Wetland Conservation Framework – Matt Pawlowski (EPA), Brandon 
Krumwiede (NOAA), Cherie Hagen, Doug Pearsall (TNC), Christie Deloria (FWS), and 
Liz Berg (FWS)

• Great Lakes Islands Conservation – Eric Ellis (GLC) and Matt Preisser (MI EGLE)



Guest Speakers

• Illinois Coastal Management Program’s Coastal Wetland Strategy – Danielle Nelson (IL 
DNR)

• U.S. Great Lakes Hardened Shorelines Classification – Brandon Krumwiede (NOAA)
• Audubon Marsh Bird Spatial Prioritization – Jo Grande (GL Audubon)
• New York State Coastal Management Program – Carolyn Fraioli (NYDOS)
• Coastal Wetland Climate Adaptation Menu Update – Kristen Schmitt and Danielle 

Shannon (NIACS)
• Climate Change Vulnerabilities for Great Lakes Regional Wetlands – Deahn Donner 

(USFS) and Patrick Comer (NatureServ)
• Overview of USACE Collaborative Efforts to Improve Great Lakes Resiliency – David 

Bucaro (USACE)



Building Connections

• Testing the Coastal Wetland Climate Adaptation Menu
• Ford Cove Feasibility Study (Eric Ellis)
• Apostle Islands National Lakeshore (Matt Cooper)
• Allouez Bay (Nat Miller and Cherie Hagen)

• GL Audubon Marsh Bird Spatial Prioritization Tool reached 6 new partners
• Potential to form a Great Lakes Islands Work Group 



Expanding Membership

• Welcomed 6 new members to the 
Assembly

• Mary Bohling (MI Sea Grant)
• Kristina Peacock-Jones and Matt 

Walderon (PA DEP)
• Tara Jagadeesh and Vidya 

Balasumbramanyam (IL DNR)
• Mike Monfils (MNFI) Priorities Addressed

 Collaboration
 Resource
� Comm/Learning
� Science & Tools 
� Systems Approach



FY22 GLRI 
Focus Area 4 
Coastal Projects

• State coastal project presentations 
open to full Assembly

• Opportunity to circle-back on 
funded projects?

Priorities Addressed
 Collaboration
 Resource
 Comm/Learning
� Science & Tools 
� Systems Approach



2022 Coastal 
Symposium Planning
• Identified meeting theme, goals and 

objectives
• Sault Tribe nominated as the host
• Formed 2022 Coastal Symposium 

Work Group
• Working to secure funding, select 

date, develop meeting agenda, secure 
speakers, and launch website

• Michigan Sea Grant donated logo

Priorities Addressed
 Collaboration
 Resource
 Comm/Learning
 Science & Tools 
 Systems Approach



Developing 
Coastal 
Assembly 
Brand

• Formed Outreach Work Group
• Identified target audience, key 

words and images
• Updated fact sheet
• Designing an external-facing website
• Michigan Sea Grant donating a logo 

Priorities Addressed
 Collaboration
 Resource
 Comm/Learning
 Science & Tools 
 Systems Approach



Great Lakes Coastal Wetland 
Restoration Assessment

• Completed analysis of potentially 
restorable coastal wetland areas in 6 
geographies along the U.S. shoreline

• Publicly-released data, metadata, and 
online mappers for all geographies 
available soon through the 
geonarrative and ScienceBase Priorities Addressed

 Collaboration
 Resource
 Comm/Learning
 Science & Tools 
 Systems Approach

https://glcwra.wim.usgs.gov/


Coastal Wetland 
Decision Support 

Tool
Updated webinar planned 
for early 2022 (date TBD) Priorities Addressed

 Collaboration
 Resource
 Comm/Learning
 Science & Tools 
 Systems Approach



Coastal Wetland Conservation 
Framework
• Finalized in September 2021
• Collaboration of over 30 organizations/70 

individuals
• Selected pilot geography
• Support from U.S. and Canada

• Lake Erie LAMP, ECCC 
• Sharing data and reports to inform Objectives

• Requested GLRI FA4 funding

Priorities Addressed
 Collaboration
 Resource
 Comm/Learning
 Science & Tools
 Systems Approach



Saginaw Bay-
Western Lake 
Erie Basin LCD

• Re-igniting the SB-WLEB LCD
• Initiating conversations to chart 

path forward and learn from similar 
efforts

• Developing a Scope of Work
Priorities Addressed
 Collaboration
 Resource
 Comm/Learning
 Science & Tools 
 Systems Approach



Share Member Highlights
• Move into 3 breakout rooms
• Discuss one or more of these prompts:

• What FY21 GLRI Focus Area 4 Coastal Projects were funded in your State?
• Were any new connections, partnerships, or collaborations initiated by your 

participation as a member of the Assembly?
• Did you provide updates on the Assembly’s work within your agency or 

professional networks?
• How did you use the Coastal Wetland Decision Support Tools?
• How have you incorporated any of the other tools and materials presented on 

our monthly calls?
• Reconvene in main room to share a highlight 
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